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yet to have the upper hand of men.   A Japanese
friend of minp once very picturesquely demonstrated
this fact to me with the help of his thumbs. He put
them up side by side and raising the right a little
above the left said, " In Japan we have thish way,
man above, woman below, thish is very goot/' Then
he brought the thumbs on a level and went on,
" Thish ish how we have in Europe, goot still but not
so goot;  but in China"  (lowering the right and
raising the left) " we have it thish way, that's bad,
very, very bad/1 But nothing that prevails in China
ought really to surprise one! For it must be remem-
bered that China is above all and beyond compare
a land of contrasts and contrarieties.    "It is a
country where/' as Wingrove Cook so aptly and so
humorously puts it, " the roses have no fragrance
and the women no petticoats; where the labourer has
no Sabbath and the magistrate no sense of honour;
where the place of honour is on the left and the seat
of intellect in the stomach;   where the magnetic
needle points to the south and everything else to
the north; where white is the sign of mourning and
scratching of the head of being puzzled."  But sur-
prised as I may have been at first observing these
contrasts and contrarieties of China, I was never
really puzzled by them in the end.  For long before
I had set out on my travels reading and experience
had taught me what to expect of human nature.  I
believed that its likes and dislikes were based on no
definite system nor on any well-tested principle,
but were as a rule purely arbitrary and not infre-
quently perverse and contradictory.    First-hand
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